Draft proposals




Vision

As the Arthouse negotiates/finalises the securing of a 25 year
lease from Lewisham Council, the opportunities for funding
become more apparent and available from external sources.

We see this as a catalyst for improving and updating the existing
building, providing enhanced opportunities for both artists and the
local community to develop and allow the Arthouse to become a
central hub to Lewisham for the Arts.

Affordable flexible artists studios are at the forefront of the vision,
but we see this as an opportunity to also allow for improved
external access to the building for community, education and
exhibitions and events. This can take the form of better facilities,
easier and more inclusive access, and a more environmentally
friendly and functioning building.

These proposals have been drafted out to review the possibilities
which can exist for the building to achieve these goals.



Existing premises

» The original Carnegie Library was opened in 1914 but closedin 1991

» Lewisham Arthouse have been in residence at the building since
1994 when the building was internally subdivided into over 40
Individual artists studios, with two large multi purpose gallery and
workshop spaces to the north end (directly accessed from Lewisham

\‘ \\\ Way).
< \ + The building is over three floors, with the main entrance from
- . Lewisham Way to the north eastern elevation and a side door to the

south eastern corner opening onto Rokeby Rd, both accessing the
ground floor.

* The firstflooris accessed via the main staircase to the north western
corner of the building.
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+ Both the basement and the first floor are accessedvia a rear
staircase to the south eastern corner of the building.

» There is only a hatch and ladder access to the roof.

» Accesstothe rear garden is via the basement or a rear gate from the
path to the south. There is an additional metal escape staircase from
the front gallery to the rear garden, north west.

» There is an access ramp to the Lewisham Way entrance, which
allows step free access across the ground floor. There is no step free
access to the first floor, basement or rear garden.

» Toilet provisionis provided with an accessible toilet off the western
gallery space. There is an external toilet accessed from the rear
garden.

* There is an artists shared kitchen off a landing to the south eastern
corner



Listed status:

Grade 2.

1914 by H Brumwell Thomas. 1 storey, 4 windows. Raised attic blankin
front. Modified baroque style. Front centre, of ashlar, has 4 pairs of tall
lonic columns (the outer ones square) supporting entablature with
pulvinated frieze and dentil cornice, broken back and continuous
through rebated left angle and along return. Here it rests on 2 pairs of
lonic pilasters (the outer ones square) at either end. All columns and
pilasters rest on substantialstone plinth. Above blocking course a
cornice and high parapet, with ornamental pilas- ters rising through it to
top cornice and having block finials. Centralopen pediment with
inscriptionin garland:"DEPTFORD CENTRAL LIBRARY, 1914. Side bays of
banded rusticated brick, as is left return within stone end sections.
Round arched windows, those at sides and on return in coved recesses
with gaugedand rusticated heads. Moulded architravesand impost
string towindows in centrepiece. Double door, of 6 fancy panels, has
enriched architrave corniceand parapet with raised centre holding
inscription in wreath: 'This library is the gift of Andrew Carnegie." Inside
barrel - vaulted hall, groin - vaulted for doorways Massive staircase with
stone balustrade and Venetian window on half-landing.
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Review of existing building

* Building has not been upgraded since the Arthouse occupied
the building in 1994

* The external appearance of the building is very closed and
uninviting. The windows facing the roads are obscured with
security grilles and the external doors are solid to all public
elevations

* The internal facilities including toilets and kitchen (for both
public and artists) are poor.

* The opportunities for more community and commercial use of
the main gallery and workshop spaces is limited with no
preparation kitchen, lack of toilets and lack of informal
surveillance.

* The main office is remote with no interaction or management
over the entrance areas and offering limited security

» Only the ground floor is accessible step free, with no access to
the other areas of the building.

* The building mechanical and electrical services are outdated
and heating is none existent.

* The building fabric has no environmental control with no
insulation or secondary glazing.

» Lack of safe and adequate access to the main roof has
resulted in poor maintenance over the years.




Sketch ideas

The sketch proposals shown here have been drafted to show
some possible solutions to eliminate some of the deficiencies the
existing building has in terms of access and environmental
concerns. They also convey ideas for how the building could be
upgraded in terms of its layout, to provide a more solid base for
future funding and long term viability for the building for both the
artists studios and the broader community.

The proposals have been drafted out as a series of four phases,
which allows the works to progress in more manageable
segments.
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